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1. This report concerns an outline planning application for up to 75 
dwellings on the Mellor Metals site at Great Ellingham.   The application 
was considered by Planning Committee at its meeting on 19th 
September 2016, when it was resolved to grant permission subject to 
conditions and the completion of a Section 106 Agreement.   

2. The applicant has subsequently requested that further consideration is 
given to the proposed time limit condition.   As currently drafted and 
approved by Committee, this condition would require reserved matters 
applications to be submitted within 2 years, with a further year for 
work to start.  It is requested that these periods are extended to 3 
years and 2 years respectively, in line with the standard outline time 
limit. 

3. Whilst the applicant acknowledges that it is not unreasonable to apply 
shorter time limits to encourage early delivery of housing given the 
current shortfalls, it is suggested that, in the particular circumstances 
of this case, a two-year period for the submission of reserved matters 
will be problematic.  This is because the applicant wishes to relocate 
the existing scrap yard business elsewhere and so needs to identify 
and secure a suitable alternative site, as well as disposing of the 
application site to a developer.   

4. Although it would be preferable from a housing delivery point of view 
for the construction of the development to start as soon as possible, 
given the scale and nature of the existing business, it is acknowledged 
that its relocation could take some time to secure.  It is important to 
note too that as well as providing new housing, the proposal would 
deliver economic and amenity benefits by enabling the relocation of 
the scrapyard business to a more suitable site away from existing 
housing.   

5. Taking these matters into account it is considered that in this instance 
the standard outline time limit of 3 + 2 years would be appropriate 
here.    

6. RECOMMENDATION:  To grant outline planning permission subject to 
the standard outline time limit and conditions relating to the amount of 
development, archaeology, construction management, access details, 



 

 

external lighting, drainage and ecology.  The proposed Section 106 
Agreement would secure affordable housing, public open space, 
contributions to local infrastructure and the cessation of the scrapyard 
use. 


